[Gonadal opioids and testicular function].
A review is presented on the occurrence of opioid systems within mammalian testes at different stages of sexual development. Identification of the messenger ribonucleic acid sequences (mRNA) related to the three opioid precursor families and as well as characterization and localization of their main derivates may account for the importance of such systems within reproductive tissues. These data are supported by experimental in vivo and in vitro studies giving evidence that opioid peptides are produced locally and may exert paracrine and/or autocrine effects within the testes.